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AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents: 

In response to the Office Action sent October 4, 2002, by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office (hereinafter PTO), please extend the period for response two months, to expire 
on March 4, 2003. Enclosed please find a petition for extension of time and the requisite fee. 
Please amend the application as follows: 

In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 32, 38-39, 41-43, 45-46, 49, and 52-53 to read as follows: 

32. (Twice Amended) The method of either claim 41 or claim 43 wherein 
at least one nucleic acid selected from the group consisting of (i) a first cancer-associated nucleic 
acid, (ii) a second cancer-associated nucleic acid, and (iii) a cancer-associated nucleic acid that is 
present in at least one cancer cell in the second fraction comprises a coding portion of a gene 
selected from the group consisting of a tissue-specific gene, a metastasis-associated gene, a 
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